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THE UNIVERSITY'S EDUCATIONAL COMMISSIONERS IN THE 

FAR EAST 

More than a year has passed since the announcement that the Univer- 
sity of Chicago would undertake a systematic investigation of the educa- 
tional methods, resources, and needs of the far East, particularly China. 
This inquiry was committed to Professor Ernest D. Burton, the head of 
the department of New Testament literature, and the editor-in-chief of the 
Biblical World, and Professor T. C. Chamberlin, the head of the depart- 
ment of geology, editor of the American Journal of Geology, and president 
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. Professor 
Burton, with his secretary, Dr. H. G. Reed, left New York on July 18, 
1908, and after some weeks spent in Great Britain in preliminary matters 
connected with the enterprise, proceeded to Turkey, Palestine, and Egypt. 
After inspecting the colleges and educational methods of these countries, 
especially at Constantinople, Beirut, Jerusalem, Cairo, and Asiut, Pro- 
fessor Burton left Port Said October 7, and reached Bombay October 16. 

In India Professor Burton visited Ahmednagar, Lahore, Simla, Delhi, 
Agra, Benares, Allahabad, Calcutta, Serampore, Ongole, Madras, Colombo, 
and Bangalore. At many of these places Professor Burton spoke, and at 
all he met and conferred with the educational leaders. His journeys in 
India aggregated more than 6,400 miles. Leaving Madras November 26 
he visited Rangoon and Singapore, and on December 1 7 arrived in Hong- 
kong. 

After spending Christmas at Canton, Professor Burton returned to 
Hongkong, and resumed his educational investigation. Leaving Hong- 
kong January 12, 1909, he visited Swatow, Amoy, and Foochow, and 
reached Shanghai January 20. On February 2, Professor Burton was 
joined at Shanghai by Professor Chamberlin, with his secretary, Dr. R. T. 
Chamberlin. On the same day, Professor Burton delivered the address at 
the dedication of a memorial tablet set up by the International Institute, the 
provincial viceroy, Tuan Fang, unveiling the tablet. February 8 to 11 
were spent by the commissioners at Nanking, the provincial capital. On 
February 14, Professor Burton left Shanghai by steamer for Hankow, 
which was reached February 18. From Hankow Professor Burton and 
Dr. Reed proceeded by rail to Peking, where they met Professor Chamberlin 
and Dr. Chamberlin, who had come by way of Hongkong. The com- 
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missioners remained in Peking until March 2, when they returned to 
Hankow by rail and entered upon the most arduous and unusual part 
of their travels, the journey up the Yangtze Kiang to Chentu in West China. 

Leaving Hankow on March 5, the commissioners with their secre- 
taries, and a Chinese secretary, Mr. Wang, took the steamer for Ichang, 
which they reached on the evening of March 11. At Ichang the rapids 
of the Yangtze begin. Here the party transferred to a houseboat, such 
as are used in ascending the rapids, and on the 12th began the voyage 
up through the gorges of the river. The boats are drawn through the 
rapids with ropes by coolies. The distance from Ichang to Wanhsien, 
203 miles, was traversed in this way by the party in seven days; a little 
more than half the time ordinarily allowed for this journey. On March 1 9 
Wanhsien was reached. From this point the party struck across country 
for Chentu, traveling in chairs carried by coolies, and stopping at night 
at Chinese inns. Leaving Wanhsien March 20, the party, with its servants 
and bearers, reached Chentu April 3, having covered the distance, per- 
haps 350 miles, in two weeks. 

Professor Burton spent ten days in Chentu investigating the educa- 
tional situation, visiting government and missionary institutions, and con- 
sulting with the local educators. Addresses were delivered in Chentu by 
Professor Chamberlin on "Some Principles of Education," and "The 
Geology of China," and by Professor Burton on "University Education 
in America" and "The Meaning of Liberty." While the commissioners 
were so fully occupied with their investigation that they had little leisure 
for speaking and lecturing, at many points they were met with invitations 
to speak which it was impossible for them to decline. 

On April 14, the party left Chentu by chair, and proceeded to Kiang 
Chau, which they reached on the 15th. There they took a houseboat on 
the Min River, and descended it into the Yangtze, touching at Kiating and 
Chung King. At Ichang they left the houseboat and proceeded by steamer 
to Hankow. Hankow was reached on May 3, a little more than eight 
weeks after leaving it for the journey up the river. 

After visiting Changsha and Nanking, Professor Burton returned to 
Shanghai, and then proceeded to Peking, where he met Professor Cham- 
berlin again. The visit of the commissioners was reported by the Asso- 
ciated Press dispatches as completing the first comprehensive examination 
into state education in China. Professor Burton had traveled 15,000 
miles, and visited fourteen provinces. On June 7 Professor Burton left 
Peking for Mukden, intending to proceed thence, by way of Korea, to 
Japan. On July 6 he was in Tokyo, where a reception was given him by 
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Count Okuma and eighty prominent educators. He is to reach San Fran- 
cisco, August 13. Professor Chamberlin returns by way of Siberia. 

Everywhere in China, as in India, the commissioners were not only 
shown every social courtesy, but were importantly aided in their investiga- 
tion by government officials, missionaries, and other friends of education. 
It is reasonable to believe that their results, so systematically and com- 
prehensively secured, will have an important bearing upon the problems 
of oriental education. The announcement of these results will be awaited 
with great interest. 

A movement is on foot to raise by subscription the necessary funds 
for the painting of a portrait of Professor S. R. Driver, which is to be 
presented to Oxford University, which for the past twenty-seven years 
he has honored by his tenure of office as Regius Professor of Hebrew. 

Rev. C. H. W. Johns, Litt.D., has recently been elected to a fellow- 
ship at Jesus College, Cambridge University. He has long been fellow 
and lecturer in Assyriology at Queen's College, Cambridge. Little 
attention has been paid to Assyriology at Cambridge, and this establish- 
ment of an endowment for this study in Jesus College is worthy of all 
praise. Dr. Johns ranks high in his department of scholarship. 

Dr. J. Rendel Harris has been elected to an honorary fellowship 
in Clare College, Cambridge, where he was once a fellow. His work in 
early Christian literature is known to all students of that subject. 

Professor George Adam Smith has just closed his work as a regular 
instructor in the Department of Old Testament at the University of Chicago 
for the first term of the Summer Quarter. His classes were largely attended 
and his work greatly appreciated. He will visit the Pacific Coast, lecturing 
at various institutions, before his return to Scotland. 

The American School of Archaeology at Jerusalem has had a very 
successful year. The number of students in residence under the director- 
ship of Professor Robert Francis Harper was eight during the entire session 
and four others for the latter part of the year. Most of the time was 
spent in touring, all previous records of mileage being surpassed. The 
most important advance step taken this year is the purchase of a piece 
of land as the permanent site for the school. This land is located north 
of the Jaffa gate on the old Nablous road in the Mohammedan section of 
the city. The director for the coming year is Professor Richard Gott- 
heil, of Columbia University. 



